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bench. "They can go and get their wood, now that they
are allowed to cut down trees and get their fuel where
they can find it." .
He expounded this "come and get it" regulation, the
best, he said, which the Nazis had issued. "We shall not
get through another winter like this. I am an old man
and remember the last war. There is nothing that gets
you as badly as the cold. You do not recover for many
months. . . ,"
The train, normally due to leave at 3 p.m., arrived
in the station at eight that night. Three hundred people
rushed towards the two passenger carriages which were
difficult enough to find among the thirty odd goods
wagons. Most of the seats were taken already by men
who appeared to be Party officials or clerks from govern-
ment offices. The station master at last decided to open
an empty goods truck into which sixty people were packed
like sardines.
"This is war," said one of the more cheerful passengers,
while the others grumbled: " Schlamperei, Schweinerei".
All through the journey these two words cropped up
every other minute.
"We can be glad if we get there at all," said a
more sophisticated woman. Everybody knew what she
was referring to, though nobody felt quite like dis-
cussing it.
Twelve major railway disasters in Germany during the
first few months of the war were mentioned in the press
in inconspicuous places only. But they had affected
hundreds of survivors, apart from the 400 dead and the
great number of wounded. Hundreds coming from
hundreds of different places in Germany and going to
hundreds of different destinations carried the news of
the disasters all over the country.